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been issued with the co-operation of archbishop Willigis of
Mayence and the German chancellor Hildibald. In place of
these appear the Italian chancellor Heribert, Peter bishop of
Como, Leo, who now became bishop of Vercelli, marquis
Hugh of Tuscany, and, of course, Gerbert. The chancery,
too, was no longer divided, for Heribert became German as
well as Italian chancellor on Hildibald's death in 998 ; and
its headquarters was at Rome, or at any rate in Italy, even
though Heribert became archbishop of Cologne in 999.
Its religious
aspect
Mystical
There was another side to all this, for Otto was deeply
imbued with the religious aspect of his imperial mission.
The picture of the righteous ruler given by St. Augustine in
his City of God had become a commonplace in men's minds ;
Charlemagne himself had tried to live up to it, Like Charle-
magne, Otto regarded himself as responsible for the renewal of
the spiritual as well as the material well-being of the Empire,
and Sylvester II seems to have been content to accept the
subordinate position that this view implied. When, in a bull
of 1001, Otto styles himself for the first time u servus aposto-
lorum," the reference is obviously to St. Peter and St. Paul,
with the implication that he is their representative. In that
bull he makes a donation of eight counties in the Pentapolis
to the Papacy, but insists that this is an act of imperial
grace, not a restitution to the Popes of what had been their
own ; he denounces the behaviour of former Popes in this
matter, and, ignoring the confirmation of Otto I, condemns
Charles the Bald's grant as invalid and denounces the
Donation of Constantine as a forgery.
The u Renovatio imperii Romanorum," therefore, meant,
°n as we^ as t^ie Romanisation, the evangelisation of the Western
Emperor world, and the programme was burdened and complicated
by the various religious influences which worked upon the
plastic mind of the young Emperor. From three fresh
sources did he receive additional inspiration. On his first
Italian expedition he had been powerfully attracted by St.
Adalbert, who was so enthusiastic about missionary enter-
prises that he could not be kept in his duties as bishop of
, Prague ; in 997 he met a martyr's death in Prussia, and his
body was taken to Gnesen in Poland for burial. From him
Otto acquired a zeal for missionary work, to increase his
Christian Empire by conversions. From the ascetic hermits

